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geological history has been exceedingly complex as a result of changes of level, 
rock folding, igneous intrusion, and denudation; and, while not all the elements 
of the problems presented are worked out, the main features are discussed with 
that breadth of view which Brooks has already so clearly exhibited in his Pro- 
fessional Paper on "The Geology and Geography of Alaska." The paper is 
clearly and interestingly written, it includes a vast amount of detailed informa- 
tion, the many problems of general interest are adequately presented and dis- 
cussed, and there are abundant illustrations, both maps and half tones. Some of 
the latter are really remarkable mountain photographs. One section of the re- 
port is devoted to a discussion of the topographic survey by D. L. Reabury, who 
adopts as the elevation of Mount McKinley 20,300 feet and of Mount Foraker 
17,100 feet. 

Brooks believes the region covered by his report to be one of high future 
promise. Already there has been considerable gold mining, and the region also 
includes the well known Matanuska coal fields concerning which Brooks says: 
"The high-grade steaming and coking coals of the Matanuska Valley have, so 
far as known, no equal in the Pacific states except in the Bering River field." 
Yet the extensive coal deposits of this region are untouched. He says : "Take it 
all in all, the Mount McKinley province, as here defined, is one of the richest 
parts of Alaska. It only needs better means of communication and more capital 
for large enterprises to continue the prosperity which it has had in the past. 
Such advancement will attract a population which in turn will make a local 
market for the farmer and assure a development of the agricultural resources, 
which are of no mean proportions . . The whole matter of agriculture in this 
part of Alaska hinges on the finding of a market. If railroad transportation to 
Fairbanks through the Susitna valley were available, no doubt an agricultural 
population would spring up along the route of travel." 

Brooks makes clear, what is widely known to those who are familiar with 
Alaskan conditions, that neither the coal fields nor the agricultural resources 
can do other than lie dormant until the region is rendered accessible by rail- 
roads. Even in gold mining, only the richest ground "can be profitably exploited 
under the present high cost, which can not be materially reduced except by more 
direct and cheaper lines of communication with tidewater." It is the author's 
belief that a railway system is demanded from the coast into the Susitna and 
Matanuska basins, thence on to the navigable Tanana, supplemented by neces- 
sary branches and by a system of wagon roads and trails. He says that when 
such a transportation system "has been established to supplement the present 
water transportation, then, and then only, can a large industrial advancement 
be expected in this province." 

Upon the question of the relative merits of government and private ownership, 
Mr. Brooks, as a scientific worker under the National Government, naturally 
remains silent. R. S. Tarr. 

The Mineralogy of Arizona. By F. N. Guild. 103 pp. and index. The 
Chemical Publishing Co., Easton, Pa., 1010. 6^ x 5. 

This small volume, in describing the minerals of Arizona, follows the classi- 
fication used by Dana. The chapter headings are, accordingly, those of the 
descriptive mineralogy portion of the "Text Book of Mineralogy." In general, 
the notes on the minerals are brief, but when the minerals are peculiar to the 
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State as in the case of the Tuscon meteorites, Canon Diablo iron, petrified wood, 
caliche (calcareous deposits) and so on, the treatment is fuller. The final chap- 
ter describes the new mineral discoveries in Arizona such as coronadite, moren- 
cite, copper pitch ore and arizonite. The book appears to be carefully compiled 
and it includes in the text references to the literature of the various minerals 
which greatly enlarges the usefulness of the book. Robert M. Brown. 

Highways and Byways of the Great Lakes. By Clifton Johnson, xiv 
and 328 pp., and illustrations. The Macmillan Company, New York, 1911. $2. 
8x6. 

Mr. Johnson follows parts of the lake shores, characterizes the people and 
their environment, hits off rather effectively the atmosphere of life and of things 
and helps us to see facts and conditions as well by his word pictures as by his 
photographs. This is the kind of geography that Mr. Johnson writes and though 
wholly of the popular order it serves a useful purpose. Perhaps the best feature 
of Mr. Johnson's books is that they give a graphic idea of how people live and 
what they are in various parts of our country. 

Ye Kingdome of Accawmacke or the Eastern Shore of Virginia in 
the Seventeenth Century. By Jennings Cropper Wise, x and 406 pp., 
appendix and index. The Bell Book Stationery Co., Richmond, Va., 1911. $2. 
9x6. 

An interesting and instructive book. The narrow peninsula extending south- 
ward from Maryland between Chesapeake Bay and the Atlantic Ocean, being 
two counties of Virginia, is the land of this history. The story begins with 
Verrazano's reputed discovery of this eastern shore in 1524 and ends with the 
calming of the excited colonists, inflamed over religious matters, by the abdica- 
tion of James II during the closing years of the seventeenth century. Within 
these pages there is detailed history of local affairs and also themes of a broader 
scope and a more far reaching application. Five chapters, following the histori- 
cal narrative proper, trace the connection with this peninsula of various uncor- 
rected customs, resources and concomitants such as the church, industries, com- 
merce, horses, game, fish, social customs and the like. All of this is live material 
written in a spirited fashion; and whether the text discusses the origin of the 
"banker" pony or tells of Margaret Teackle's desecration of her reverend father's 
house by holding therein a Sunday dance in his absence, the author wrote with a 
broad knowledge of his subject based upon a large fund of details and an abid- 
ing interest in this little "kingdom of Accawmacke." Robert M. Brown. 

A Historical Geography of the British Colonies. By J. D. Rogers. 

Vol. V: Canada. Part III: Geographical, v and 302 pp., maps and index. 

Part IV: Newfoundland, xii and 274 pp., maps and index. Clarendon Press, 

Oxford, 1911. 7^x5 each. 

These are intensely interesting books dealing in a comprehensive way with 
the development of the British Colonies in North America. Part III of Volume 
V, in eleven chapters, covers the mainland provinces and presents the salient 
points of the history and growth of each. One chapter is the story of the north- 
ern tundra and of the explorers who invaded the far north-land; another chap- 
ter is an account of Nova Scotia, replete with tragedy and romance; the third 



